Obituary for Dr. Eckard Beer
On 07.11.2019, Dr. Eckard Beer passed away after a long, serious illness at the age of 74.
Dr. Eckard Beer was born on 17.12.1944 in Resehl, Krs. Naugard. Grown up on a farm, he decided to go to the School of Agriculture in Hameln and then to pass an apprenticeship as a farmer. The next steps in his professional career were the education at the engineering school for foreign agriculture in Witzenhausen followed by an engagement as technical employee at Bayer AG. The topic of his thesis at the institute of Prof. Dr. Heitefuß in Göttingen was the "Determination of the control thresholds and economic thresholds of monocotyledonous and dicotyledonous weeds in winter wheat and winter barley based on data from the official registration trials for plant protection chemicals". This paper lead to his dedicated work in the area of plant protection and so Dr. Beer's 1 % control threshold, an easy-to-use method for targeted fungicide use against leaf and ear diseases in winter wheat, became popular throughout Germany. In many regional trials he could show that a threshold can be used even for varieties of different levels of resistance and that the cultivation of resistant varieties in combination with this threshold leads to the highest adjusted excess yield.
His professional career has always been determined by the approach that integrated pest management is a crucial tool for a sustainable production of sufficient and highquality food. For many years Dr. Beer was involved in the German Society for Plant Protection and Plant Health r. S. (DPG), where he initiated the project group "control thresholds for powdery mildew in winter wheat" in 1989, which was subsequently joined by the project group "control thresholds for fungal diseases in cereals" and finally by the project group "diseases in cereals and corn".
During this time, 45 field trials were conducted under his leadership to review his control threshold concept of which 39 could be evaluated. The results confirmed his thesis that it is sufficient for a successful cereal cultivation to keep the top three leaflets as healthy as possible and that this approach can be applied to all relevant environments.
With his calm and objective manner, Dr. Beer was a staunch advocate of the principles of integrated pest management, whose contents he always emphasized in his work as responsible for plant protection in Oldenburg and Lower Saxony.
With his retirement in 2009, Dr. Eckard Beer also resigned from the technical work. The fact that his illness has now defeated him after many years, makes us very sad. We will keep Dr. Beer in grateful memory as a committed plant protectionist, reliable, connecting and valued companion and friend.
